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partially deconstructed
Vandals cause major damage to Wal-
Mart

By Lindsay Nash, staff writer
Aug. 28, 2004 11:25 p.m.

ASHEVILLE - Vandals used on-site
construction equipment late Friday
night to ram into the shell of the Wal-
Mart Supercenter on Swannanoa River
Road, causing an estimated $900,000
in damage.

The vandals entered the site and either
found a key or hot- wired a dump truck
and drove it into different areas of the
building, said Michael Patterson, a
manager for Horne Properties, which is
developing the site.

“It’s just an unfortunate thing,”
Patterson said. “I’ve done over 130
different developments, and not once
has this ever happened before.”

The developers won’t know the full tally
on damage until contractors and
engineers assess the structural
damage, Patterson said.

“We’re taking the necessary
precautions,” said Patterson, who
plans to hire five different night
watchmen to start monitoring the site.
He said the construction should be
completed, as planned, sometime in
January.

According to Asheville police Lt. David
Rutledge, the damage was discovered
about 6:30 a.m. Saturday when
workers found a dump truck still
running.

Police had no leads Saturday night on
the crime, and Rutledge said he wasn’t
speculating on motives yet.

RNC NEWS

Josh Banno, falsely accused of setting
the dragon float on fire in last sunday’s
anti-RNC march, was released from the
Tombs jail in New York City on friday
afternoon.

Josh is still facing five felonies and two
misdemeanors. His worst felony
charge, assault on an officer, was

dropped from a first degree to
a second degree assault,
allowing Josh’s attorney to
negotiate bail down to $10,000
from the original $200,000.
The DA was still asking for
$100,000.

The DA lowered the assault
charge after the officer that supposedly
burned his hand in the dragon fire
received a medical exam on his
“injured” hand showing that no “serious
physical injury” had actually occurred.

A bail bondsman was on hand in the
court room to bail Josh out
immediately after the hearing. Josh
was heard saying “Sabrina (his lawyer)
kicks ass!” after being escorted out the
back of the courtroom.

Josh is scheduled to be back in court
on October 8 for his second
arraignment. The other protesters
facing felonies related to the dragon fire
have all had their felony charges
dropped.

For more information on Josh’s case,
see www.foodnotbombs.net (to be
updated shortly), or email
bannodefense (at) 218style.com.
Donations are still needed to deal with
court costs, and we are also looking
for any video or photos that show
Josh’s arrest.

 Support Jamal Holiday, the African-American
protestor arrested for allegedly beating up a
cop.

Everyone has heard the complaints about how
awful conditions were in Pier 57 and the
TOMBS (sadly, no one in the movement
seemed to care until it was privileged white
activists getting locked up) but if we
are going to support our own, we can
at least do that.

Jamal Holiday had to spend his 20th
birthday locked up on massive bail
because his appearance supposedly
matches that of someone police say
injured a plainclothes cop on
Monday. He is facing serious, serious charges
because the cop got pulled off his motorcycle,
knocked unconscious and hurt pretty bad.

Getting past the issue of whether the pig
deserved to get stomped (he was plainclothes,
and had driven his motorcycle into a crowd of
completely peaceful protestors at the Poor
People's March on Monday evening, August
30), Jamal Holiday is being targeted because
he comes from a poor background, and is a
person of color, and so far all us activists have
demonstrating a disgusting amount of
privilege by hardly saying a word in his
defense. We need to put out pressure to get
him released or to get him bail, and we need to
give him serious support and love. If he
decides to plead not guiltly, we have to get
him good legal support to dismiss the circum-
stantial evidence. If Jamal admits to being the
assailant, we need to stand up for his right to
self-defense. Legally speaking, people have no
right to defend themselves against police, but
since the cop was undercover, he has a
chance. Moreso, it's about time we stood up
for the right of the people to fight back.

Support Jamal Holiday!!!

Support Jamal Holiday Josh Banno is free, but...
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Asheville City Council
approved the construction of
the Wal-Mart in July 2002,
amid concerns and criticism
from many Asheville
residents.

The 219,622-square-foot retail
store at the old Sayles
Biltmore Bleacheries site on
Swannanoa River Road is
part of a 78-acre mixed-use
development. The store will
supply about 600 new jobs,
according to Patterson. Also
planned there are a Kohl’s
department store, Petsmart
pet supply store and a Port
City Java coffeehouse.

The vandalism occurred
between 7 p.m. Friday and
6:30 a.m. Saturday, Rutledge
said.

Mexicans battle over Wal-Mart-
owned store being built near 2,000-
year-old pyramids

MARK STEVENSON, Associated
Press Writer Friday, September 3,
2004

(09-03) 11:53 PDT MEXICO CITY (AP)
—

A Wal-Mart-owned discount store rising a half-mile from the
ancient temples of Teotihuacan has touched off a fight by a
small coalition that doesn’t want to see the big, boxy outlet
from the top of the Pyramid of the Sun.

But with most people in the area supporting Wal-Mart, the
group is waging a lonely battle for what it calls its defense of
Mexico’s landscape and culture.

The dispute in Teotihuacan — a town built next to the ruins
of the 2,000-year-old metropolis — illustrates how the allure
of low prices and U.S. lifestyles often wins out in Mexico,
leaving traditionalists struggling to draw a line in rapidly
shifting cultural sands.

“We’d rather not have Mickey Mouse on top of the Pyramid
of the Moon,” says Emmanuel D’Herrera, a business owner
in Teotihuacan, 30 miles north of Mexico City.He claims a
tall sign will loom near the huge twin pyramids that draw
hundreds of thousands of tourists annually, although a
government-appointed archaeologist disputes that.

[URL=http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/news/
archive/2004/09/03/international1453EDT0635.DTL]Read
More[/URL]

 We all are hostages of inhumane power! Let us free ourselves!

Yesterday - Nord-ost, today Beslan, tomorrow what? And every time,
what follows the nightmare is the same: fear, hysteria, apathy,
powerlesness - in the society, growth of ethnical hatred and calls to
strenghten police executive powers, censorship and control of the
state over people.

We are in a vicious circle, which must be destroyed!

It is about the time to understand, that we all are hostages of the
state, hostages of the politicians, generals and oligarchs, who fulfill
their selfish and imperial goals, who spit on the blood and suffering
of people in Chechnya and Russia. It is time to see, that what
happened is due to fact that politics in Russia are not at all depen-
dent from the society. Dollars and imperial ambitions are paid with
streams of blood. Terrorists attacks in Moscow and Beslan are echo
of the war in Caucasus, they follow from daily war crimes, mop-up
operations, destruction of peaceful inhabitants. State terror gives
birth to answering terror - and neither of them may be justified.
Tragedy which happened is a payment of the society for blind belief
to the governement, a payment for passivity and ignorance. We all
are paying for crimes of politicians and army officers!

Ignorant tireness and limiting our already narrow liberties will not be
an exit. Exit will be abolishing our role as statists and marionets of the
state, leaving shameful passivity, and throwing away hypnosis of
lies and propaganda. We must began resistance and put society on
control of the situation in the country, we must immediately stop the
war in Caucasus!

Let Putin wage alone war in Chechnya, not sending others there! Let
Basayev occupy Kreml and Duma instead of taking innocent children
to hostages! It is their quarrel, not ours! Let us stop them!

Rainbow Keepers                              Moscow Union of Radical Artists

Moscow anarchist leaflet on Beslan massacre

 U.S. Troops Death Toll Mounts
as Iraq Danger Persists

Fri Sep 3, 2004
By Will Dunham

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. military death toll in
Iraq is approaching 1,000, with the danger faced by
American troops undiminished in the two months since
the formation of an interim government.

The United States transferred sovereignty to the interim
Iraqi government headed by Prime Minister Iyad Allawi
on June 28, officially ending the occupation. But more
than 137,000 U.S. troops and 23,000 allied foreign soldiers
remain in Iraq protecting Allawi's government and fighting
a persistent insurgency that has left much of the country
a battleground.

Since the March 2003 invasion to topple President
Saddam Hussein, 976 U.S. troops have been killed in Iraq,
the Pentagon said on Friday, while another 6,916 have
been wounded.

 Anarchist Political Prisoner Matthew
Lamont: Statement of Solidarity with
Palestinian Hungerstrikers

Revolutionary Greetings,
My comrades in Palestine you are not
forgotten. We see your plight and
recognize your struggle for freedom.
Most of you have suffered years of
anguish, torture, and endless hard-
ships, still you carry on. In the face of
an occupation which shows no mercy,
justice, or even human decency you've
shown the world that you will not bow
or be cowed. Even in the very belly of
the beast, behind steel and concrete,
your will stands unbroken. You are an
inspiration to us all and symbolize the
burning heart of resistance.

Matthew "Rampage" Lamont
Matthew Lamont T90251, ASU1-171,
44750 W. 60th St., Lancaster, CA 93536
http://www.abcf.net http://
www.breakthechains.net
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